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It is a common thing, in these days, to hear mention of the re- 
markable interest everywhere manifested in the study of the Bible. 
To many, doubtless, the reiterated statement of this fact grows weari- 
some ; but there are others, by whom both fact and statement are re- 
ceived with strong and hearty welcome. 

The foe of the Bible as well as its friend must acknowledge the 
supremacy which it has gained. If actions speak, if events of ordinary 
life have meaning, no fact is more certain than that the position held 
by the Bible to-day, is one of greater promise and of wider influence 
than that in any preceding period of its existence. At no other time 
have the minds of so many different men, of so many different classes 
of men, been directed toward it. Do we ask evidence of this interest .■' 
Read the accounts of Palestine-exploration, of Egyptian and Babylon- 
ian excavation and research. Read merely the titles of works relating 
to Bible-topics which almost daily leave the press. Number the jour- 
nals and reviews which are mainly or exclusively devoted to the dis- 
cussion of Bible-themes ; the schools which have been founded to 
propagate Bible-study ; the men who are devoting their whole lives 
to Bible-investigation. 

It is true that, in some of this work, interest in the Bible is only 
secondary ; in some of it the guiding motive is a hostile one. Never- 
theless it is work on the Bible, it is study of the Bible ; and an interest 
in the Bible, even if characterized by hostility, is preferable to indif- 
ference toward it, or neglect of it. We speak of a revival of interest 
in the study of the Bible. Are we in the midst of it .'' We are rather 
on the eve of it. For the present is as night in the brilliancy of that 
day, not far distant, when the Bible shall be more widely known and 
its authority more widely recognized. 



It is now five years since college-students, as such, first undertook 
to do something in the way of organized Bible-study. It seems 
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strange that an effort of this kind was not made earlier. It is certainly 
gratifying that the progress during these few years has been so great. 

The study of the Bible by college-students would seem to be the 
most natural thing in the world. It is an education that they seek. 
Will any book, or score of books, do more to educate a man } The 
study of the Bible by college-students would seem to be a thing most 
needed. Is there any book of whose contents, upon graduation, they 
are more ignorant "i 

The study of the Bible by college-students would seem to be of 
all things the most desirable. Is there any period in life when a 
better opportunity for Bible-study will be afforded .' or when that 
moral guidance, which the Bible alone can furnish, will be more ac- 
ceptable ? 



Yet, in seeming opposition to all this, a serious danger is thought 
to attend the Bible-study of a student in college. Nearly every man, 
during his life-time, passes through a stage of scepticism of a character 
more or less pronounced. It may be before, it may be after his con- 
version. It is most likely to come between the ages of sixteen and 
twenty-four. This is the college-age. There is believed to be danger, 
therefore, that in the careful and critical study which, of course, as a 
student he will do, questions may be asked which he cannot answer ; 
authorities may be consulted which are not safe ; doubts may be 
aroused which cannot be settled. Taught by his college-discipline to 
accept only that which is demonstrated to be true, he may be led 
to reject much as unproven which a maturer judgment would receive. 
Because certain presentations of Bible-truths, which have been in his 
mind since childhood, are shown by investigation to be false, he may 
be led to doubt the reality of all presentations and, indeed, of all Bible- 
truth. But must the man be kept in ignorance of scientiiic truth, lest, 
perhaps, knowing it, he may be injured thereby .'' It might, it is to be 
confessed, be easy, with certain views, to work havoc among a band of 
Christian college-men. On the other hand, honest, conscientious, care- 
ful study will injure no man. The eye must be opened sooner or later. 
The sooner it is opened the better. With proper precautions, no sea- 
son is more opportune than during college-life. 



There is another danger which attends the Bible-study of a col- 
lege-student. Too much of the Bible-work of our day is superficial, 
going no deeper than the surface. By a large class of interpreters the 



Editobial. 195 

Bible is treated as indeed they would not think of treating any other 
book. It is a sort of " catch all," and its study a " catch-me-who- 
catch-can." Anything means everything, and everything means any- 
thing. No hypothesis is too absurd, no twisting of thought too vio- 
lent, if it will but suit the case in hand. All this is justified upon the 
ground that thereby the spiritual meaning is ascertained. Is it strange 
that when such ideas prevail a student, accustomed to scholarly work, 
should become disgusted and abandon the study ? The truth is, how- 
ever, that these dangers are connected not with Bible-study itself, but 
rather with erroneous and perverted methods of study. 



One question more. Why should not the study of the Bible have 
a place in the college-curriculum > If it is a study of such importance, 
one of such influence on men's thoughts and actions; if it is a study for 
college-students, and yet one in prosecution of which great care and 
judgment are requisite, why should it not be included among other 
studies, at least as an elective ? It is not sufficient to say that such 
work belongs to the Sunday-school; for, as a rule, college-men do 
not attend Sunday-school; and further, the kind of work desired 
is not done in Sunday-school. It is not sufficient to say that such 
work shall be restricted to the family ; for here again it is impossible 
to obtain the help needed. There must be offered an opportunity for 
young men to do scholarly and scientific Bible-work. The college 
alone can make this provision ; nor will a long time elapse before such 
provision is made, and an elective for the study of biblical literature 
offered. At present, however, we must meet the question in a differ- 
ent form, viz., "the study of the Bible by college-students;" and to 
this topic as treated in the article following, attention is invited. 



